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1798. Himmut Row, a native of Upper Hin-doostan, who had been during- almost the whole of Chutta Khan's administration at the head of the revenue department, now received the title of Rajah, and was created Dewan, or Minister ; but during1 the twelve months he held this office, he had hardly any power. Ev^ry thing1 was done by the Beebee (so Hiyat Mahomed Khan's favorite lady was called), and a eunuch of the name of Gul Khojah, in whom she confided ; and among other ruinous expedients to which these persons had recourse to avert the dangers that threatened Bhopal, amidst the confusion which at this period prevailed in Central India, Luckma Dada, one of Sindiah's independent leaders was called upon as an auxiliary, and promised high pay and reward if he would recover the Fort of Hoshungabad, which had, immediately after the death of Chutta Khan, been attacked and taken by Ragojee Bhonslah, whose armies, aided by large bodies of Pindarries, had begun to lay waste the territories of BhopaL
While these events threatened the destruction of this state, a person made his appearance as its defender, in a manner which gives to his history an air of romance which continued to its close. He came to the gate of the city,, habited as a soldier of fortune, and attended by some well-mounted adherents, and on being stopped by the guard, proclaimed